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Calendar week
Events during the 2019/2020 season

WHO informed of a cluster of cases of pneumonia of unknown cause detected
in Wuhan, China (Dec 31; week 1).

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan asks the public to adhere
to "coughing etiquette” and handwashing (Jan 14; week 3).

First reports of face masks and hand sanitizer being sold out in stores
(Jan 24-31; week 3-4).

Reports of companies implementing remote work (Jan 27; week 5); an
increasing number of employers follow suit in the subsequent weelks.

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan requests pharmacies and
supermarlkets to impose restrictions on purchases of face maslks and
disinfectants to avoid shortages (Feb 7; week 6).

Cancellations of the Tokyo Marathon for nonprofessional runners and of the
emperor’s birthday celebrations are announced (Feb 17; week 8).

The government announces the closure of schools from the following weel,
requests suspension of large-scale gatherings, and urges individuals with light
symptoms to stay at home instead of seeking medical care (Feb 27; week 9).
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